
BACC’s quick guide to using Zotero
…before you get started, here are some FAQs:

Q: What is Zotero?
A: Zotero is a free research tool that BACC uses to help collect, organize, and share relevant research articles with one another
and with the public.  This collection is hand-selected by our cancer information specialists from top research journals for the 
most high-impact and relevant studies for our clients.

Q: As a client or member of public, am I able to access your Zotero catalog for free?
A: Yes. This is a tool that BACC utilizes in order to provide YOU with a list of relevant research studies.

Q: What do you mean by you ‘hand-select’ the articles?
A: Thousands of research articles are published every year, but not all research studies impact patient care.  We have a 
dedicated team of volunteers who routinely search medical journals to identify potentially relevant research papers.  Our 
Manager of Cancer Information and Education carefully reads and evaluates the quality of the identified studies before posting 
them on the Zotero site. This helps to ensure that our clients are reading the most relevant, up-to-date, and scientifically-driven 
research articles.

Q: I am unable to find an article that addresses my question, or my search doesn’t turn up any options. What now?
A: While we do our best to keep a wide variety of research articles in our Zotero catalog, we cannot always anticipate every 
topic of interest. If you have any questions, please contact the BACC Helpline to set up an appointment with a member of our 
Personalized Cancer Information and Education Service.



The primary page of Zotero



You can search for topics 
by using the search tool.



You can browse the 
catalog by selecting 
different categories or 
topics.  This can be 
helpful when looking for 
general themes.



When you select a folder, 
you can further explore 
sub-categories, as 
highlighted in yellow. 



The list of research 
articles are listed in 
the middle section.



• Let’s search for 
information about 
“tamoxifen.”  

• Type tamoxifen in the 
search toolbar.



Relevant papers or 
articles will 
automatically appear 
in the middle section.



You can also find information 
about tamoxifen by browsing 
through our catalog. 
If you select the folder, 
‘Endocrine therapy for early stage 
breast cancer,’ a drop-down menu 
will give you a list of relevant topics. 
Since tamoxifen is an endocrine 
therapy, a folder labeled 
‘Tamoxifen’ can be found here. 



Once you select the Tamoxifen folder, 
a list of relevant papers will appear in 
the middle section. 



2. See information about 
the paper. Scroll down to 
see the abstract if 
available. 1. Click on an article to 

select it.



3. Double-clicking on the selected 
paper will automatically redirect 
you to the relevant website (in a 
new window).



Remember, this resource is for YOU!
If you have any questions about using Zotero, or if you would like to 
provide any feedback that would make this tutorial easier to follow, 

please contact our Personalized Cancer Information and Education team!
Erika Bell, Ph.D. Victoria Youngblood, Ph.D.

Manager of Cancer Information and Education                                  Health Educator
Erika@bayareacancer.org Victoria@bayareacancer.org


